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Factors Influencing Theory of Mind Development in Preschoolers within the Context of Early Interventions The Theory of Mind (ToM) competency is closely related to the child's cognitive, language, and socio-emotional development. In early interventions, skills and developmental processes associated with ToM development are often primary intervention targets, but empirical support for direct or indirect influences of early interventions on ToM development is missing so far. Within the home visiting program "Pro Kind" N = 755 families were accompanied by professionals from the last trimester of pregnancy until the child's second birthday. In the present follow-up study we investigated influences of treatment, pre- and postnatal family environment, parental competencies and child competencies on the ToM ability in a sample of n = 39 five-year-old children using Ctree analyses. Prenatal and current parental stress as well as an enriched family learning environment, and children's language competencies in interaction with temperament significantly predicted ToM competency. The treatment had no direct influence on ToM development. Thus, the results argue for the urgent need to address maternal stress regulation and mentalizing competencies in early interventions during pregnancy, as well as to focus on promoting positive stimulating learning environments and language development after the child's birth.